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1. Executive summary 

Hook Norton Low Carbon Limited asked Hockerton Housing Project Trading 
Limited to undertake a “first step” consultation with the community in and 
around Hook Norton. The philosophy was to assess if there was any support for 
addressing climate change and larger scale community energy within the 
area where the benefits of the scheme would flow back into the local 
community. HNLC was very keen not to develop any idea without clear 
support for the general concept from the local community.   

The overall response from this consultation was very positive. Should the 
community take action to combat climate change? 92% yes.  Do you want 
community owned renewable energy in this area? 88% yes. There was more 
support for a solar field, 85% than a wind turbine 67%.   

The consultation started in February 2021. A number of information events 
were set-up for the community advertised widely in Hook Norton and the 
surrounding villages these took place in the form of zoom events. These were 
recorded and are available on HNLC web site. 

A frequently asked questions (FAQ) section was also set up on the HNLC 
website where people could go to find out more information.  

There were two in person consultations planned on the 9th July and 10th July 
however these were unable to take place due to an outbreak of Covid 19 in 
the village.   

The findings of this report will be discussed in an open meeting on Tuesday 
28th September in Hook Norton organised by Hook Norton Low Carbon and 
Hockerton Housing Project and attended representatives of Sustainable 
Hockerton.  

The survey was used to assess opinions, this was both distributed by hand in 
paper form and online.  

The survey opened on the 1st July 2021 and was finally closed on the 7th 
September, 2021.  

The results of this initial consultation are key to any further consultations and 
development decisions taking place.   
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2. Survey and responses 
 

A community survey to understand the aspirations of the local community 
with regard to required action to combat climate change has been 
completed.   

There were 391 responses to the 7th September, 2021.  As of the 31st August 
2021, the actual deadline for responses, there were 316 responses, 68 of the 
additional responses came via the HNLC website and the remainder were the 
manual input of paper responses gathered before the 31st August deadline.  It 
was decided by the committee to include all responses in this consultation 
report. 

The survey questions, number of respondents and responses for each question 
are summarised below in appendix 1 with percentage responding and actual 
numbers responding in brackets. In appendix 2 there are the Survey Monkey 
produced graphs for the survey.  

 
2. Key survey findings  
 

An overwhelming majority of the respondents supported the community in 
taking an active role in tackling climate change, 92.6% (326) and a similar 
percentage was in favour of some form of community owned community 
energy in Hook Norton benefitting the village and surrounding villages of 
Wigginton, Swerford, Great Rollright, Sibfords and Whichford. 88.5% (346).  

The support for Solar PV on Council Hill, which the landowner has already 
indicated he would be interested in, was very positive, 85.4% (334). There 
were comments made that some people were not sure where this site was 
and thought this was information that could have been included in the 
consultation.  This also meant that some people answered No to the question.  

Initially over three quarters, 77% (242) of the respondents supported 
investigating a site for a wind turbine on the hills surrounding Hook Norton, this 
at the 31st August, 2021. By the 7th September this percentage fell to 67% (263) 
due to a number of negative responses from one particular area. There were 
a number of strong opinions expressed in the comments section around this 
question. Either way more than two thirds of respondents were in favour of a 
wind turbine. 

Over half the respondents 56% (215) were interested in investing in community 
energy and 17% (68) people expressed a willingness to be on the steering 
committee to take this forward which is a very strong response from the 
community. 
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3. Background 
 

HNLC mission is working to improve the energy efficiency and reduce the 
carbon footprint of the community by promoting the implementation of 
carbon reduction and renewable energy initiatives at a local and individual 
level within and around Hook Norton. Their key aim is to provide a legacy for 
future generations within Hook Norton and the wider community where 
energy supply and usage does not impact upon our planet and lifestyle.  In 
early 2021 they commissioned Hockerton Housing Project Trading Limited 
(HHP) to undertake a consultation with Hook Norton and the surrounding 
villages to see if there was interest in community energy solutions which would 
benefit the local community.   The HNLC committee wanted this to be a 
broad and open consultation with no set sites or agendas which is why 
specific sites were not included.  Locations will be addressed if and when 
there are any further consultations.   

 

4. Who are HNLC and HHP? 
 

HNLC Is a mutual society set up for the benefit of the local community and 
environment. 

Their purpose is to improve the energy efficiency and reduce the carbon 
footprint of the community by promoting the implementation of carbon 
reduction and renewable energy initiatives at a local and individual level 
within and around Hook Norton. Their key aim is to provide a legacy for future 
generations within Hook Norton and wider community where energy supply 
and usage does not impact upon our planet and lifestyle. 

They are a Co-operative and Community Benefit Society, set up to help the 
community reduce its energy consumption, carbon emissions and save 
money.  They run a range of community-based schemes, including the 
provision of the solar panels and insulation work at the school and the Baptist 
Church, and also individual household projects based on interest-free or low-
cost loans. 

They also have a Community Car Club, community work-hub, e-Bikes for hire, 
and a waste-oil biodiesel supply in the village.  They run ‘Community Swap 
Shops’ and they hold regular meetings on a wide range of topics, directly 
and indirectly linked to energy saving. 

They generate electricity:  They have 100kWp of solar PV in addition to the 
School and Baptist Church systems – on a sunny day they can power 24 
households. 

They have a project underway to build 12 low-cost sustainable homes built to 
Passivhaus house standards and a community centre.  
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The Hockerton Housing Project (HHP) is an innovative residential sustainable 
development in the village of Hockerton near Nottingham, UK. Completed in 
1998 after three years of planning and 18 months of construction, it has been 
designed as one of the first zero energy residential developments in the UK, 
reducing life cycle energy to a minimum. It was the UK’s first earth-sheltered, 
self-sufficient ecological housing development. Project members live a holistic 
way of life in harmony with the environment, in which all ecological impacts 
have been considered and accounted for. The houses are amongst the most 
energy efficient, purpose-built dwellings in Europe. As part of the project a 
community business was set up HHP to act as a catalyst for change towards 
sustainable development. This business now helps other groups and 
individual’s achiever their sustainability goals. It is this organisation that has 
worked with HNLC to produce this survey, consultation and report. 

 

Background on Sustainable Hockerton Ltd (SHL).  Hockerton Housing Project 
initially installed small scale community energy including two wind turbines 
and three PV systems. In 2009 members of HHP supported the village of 
Hockerton to get their own larger scale community wind turbine. This wind 
turbine now provides the majority of electrical energy for the village. With 
that, Sustainable Hockerton Ltd. was created and is being administered by 
HHP. HHP now also facilitates other groups to develop renewable energy 
systems as well as help in the initial phases of community consultation. 

 

 

5. Context of consultation 
 

HNLC asked HHP to undertake a “first step” consultation with the community 
in and around Hook Norton, including Wigginton, Great Rollright, Sibfords and 
Swerford. The philosophy was to assess if there was any support for combating 
Climate change and larger scale community energy within the area where 
the benefits of the scheme would flow back into the local community. HNLC 
was very keen not to develop any idea without clear support for the general 
concept from the local community.  As part of the consultation, they were 
also interested to find out whether residents would consider investing in any 
such project and / or helping to guide the project if it went ahead in terms of 
being part of a steering committee. 
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6. Profiles of villages consulted  
 

Survey results as of 31st August 2021 

Village  Population Number of respondents  Percentage 

Hook Norton 2117 230 11% 

Wigginton 194 15 8% 

Swerford 132 12 9% 

Great Rollright 536 8 1% 

Sibford 476 36 8% 

Whichford 336 15 4% 

Survey results as of 7th September 2021 

Village  Population Number of respondents  Percentage 

Hook Norton 2117 265 13% 

Wigginton 194 19 10% 

Swerford 132 12 9% 

Great Rollright 536 19 4% 

Sibford 476 56 12% 

Whichford 336 20 6% 

 

Census date used 27th March 2011 
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7. Consultation summary  
 

The consultation started in February 2021 with various discussions via zoom 
with members of the HNLC committee.  A number of information events were 
set-up for the community managed and presented by Hockerton Housing 
Project and Sustainable Hockerton and advertised widely in Hook Norton and 
the surrounding villages these took place in the form of zoom events on these 
dates:  

29th June at 12.30 

30th June at 20.00 

15th July at 12.30 

21st July at 20.00.   

The participant numbers for these were low but each one was recorded and 
made available on the HNLC website for people to view later.  

It was hoped that the school would participate in a zoom tour of Hockerton 
Housing Project to see this sustainable community in practice and their 
experience of renewable energies both on their own site and in the local 
village. This has been delayed. It is hoped this may go ahead during the next 
academic year. 

A frequently asked questions (FAQ) section on wind and solar renewable 
energy was also set up on the HNLC website where people could go to find 
out more information.  

The information events and launch of the survey were marketed on a variety 
of social media accounts.  

 

There was in person consultation with members from HHP, SHL and HLNC 
committee planned for the 9th July at 19.30 and 10th July at 10.30 however 
these were unable to take place due to an outbreak of Covid 19 in the 
village and had to be postponed.   

The findings of this report will be discussed in an open meeting on Tuesday 
28th September in Hook Norton organised by HLNC and attended by HHP and 
Sustainable Hockerton.  

The survey was designed by HHP in consultation with HNLC committee 
members and Survey Monkey was used as the online gathering platform as it 
is a well-known and trusted survey tool.  Paper copies were also distributed to 
all houses in the villages and collected by hand in some areas where 
volunteer time was available. 

The survey opened on the 1st July and was originally set to close on the 31st 
July, however in order for as many people from the community to respond 
this was extended to the 31st August.  There were a number of responses after 
the deadline, so the survey was finally closed on the 7th September, 2021. 
Members of the HNLC committee were proactive in trying to reach as many 
residents as possible in order to get a broad response by hand delivering and 
collecting paper-based surveys. 
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The results of this initial consultation are key to any further consultations and 
development decisions taking place.   

 

8. Summary of survey comments received  
 

Summary of written comments received via Survey Monkey 

In total 83 comments were submitted.  These have been assessed and split 
into the following categories. 22 of the comments were strongly in support of 
the opportunity being investigated of installing local renewable energies.  13 
comments were more general in nature.   17 respondents wanted more 
information with 4 of these being the location of Council Hill.  29 comments 
concerned the environmental and visual effects that wind turbines and to 
some degree solar fields would have on the area they also expressed strong 
views on the technologies themselves.  2 comments were personal. 

9. Conclusion 
 

It is clear that there is substantial support for the community and individuals to 
play an active role in taking action on climate change, over 92%! Also, there 
was very high support for community owned renewable energy in this area 
where it’s financial and energy benefits go to the local community, 88% of 
responses.  

The opportunity for a solar field on the site at Council Hill was very well 
supported 85%.  There was also significant support for a wind turbine 67% in 
the local area. From some of the comments it was apparent that this is a 
highly emotive technology for some people.  

Interest in investing in renewable energy that supports the local area was high 
with over 55% of the people surveyed giving a positive response.  At this early 
stage this is a significant number of people and with this level of prospective 
support it is heartening to see that finance is unlikely to be a large barrier to 
any renewable project. 

The number of people interested in being on the steering committee was 
17%.  It is clear that the community has numbers of people willing to take an 
active part to progress this project to its next stages. 

Finally, this survey clearly shows that the community is very much in favour of 
tackling the climate crisis through its own large scale community energy 
project and has the capacity both financially and socially within it to take this 
opportunity forward.  In terms of renewable energy production HHP would 
suggest to start with the solar field project as it has the highest community 
support and support of a landowner. HNLC may also wish at the same time to 
progress the idea of a wind turbine as this also has high if slightly less support. 
This may need to include more community investigation, information events 
and a further consultation.  
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Appendix 1 Survey responses analysis. 
Please note responses marked a. are to 31st August 2021 and those marked b. 
are to 7th September 2021. 

 

Q.1  I confirm that I live in one of the following villages or their 
closely surrounding areas. 
 

a. 316 responses . Hook Norton 73%(230), Wigginton 4.75%(15)  , Swerford 3.8% 
(12), Great Rollright 2.5%(8), Sibfords 11.4% (36), 4.75% (15) Whichford. 

b. 391 responses - Hook Norton 67.7%(265), Wigginton 4.9%(19)  , Swerford 
3.0% (12), Great Rollright 4.9%(19), Sibfords 14.3% (56), Whichford 5.1% (20)  

Q.2  Postcode input.  

Q.3  Do you support the community and its residents playing an 
active role in taking action on climate change? 
 

a. Yes 94.6%(299)   No 5.4% (17) 

b. Yes 93%(362)   No 7.4% (29) 

 

Q.4 Do you want community owned renewable energy in this area 
with its financial and energy benefits going to the local 
community? 
 

a. Yes 93.%(294)   No 7% (22) 

b. Yes 88.5%(346)   No 11.5% (45) 

 

Q.5 A site on Council Hill has the support of the landowner for a 
solar farm. Would you support this site for solar PV? There are 
other potential sites which can be discussed at further information 
meetings if we proceed. 
 

a. Yes 91.5% (289)   No 9.8% (31) 

b. Yes 85.4% (334)   No15.9% (62) 
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Q.6 After an in-depth analysis, a number of suitable sites for a 
wind turbine were identified on the hills surrounding Hook Norton 
which can be discussed at further information meetings if we 
proceed. Would you support a wind turbine in the local area? 
 

a. Yes 77% (242)   No 23% (74) 

b. Yes 67% (263)   No 33% (128) 

 

Q.7 Would you be interested in investing in a local renewables 
(wind turbine or solar) project? 
 

a. Yes 62%(196)   No 4% (122) 

b. Yes 55%(215)   No 45% (174) (384 responses reported) 

 

Q.8 Would you be willing to put yourself forward for inclusion on a 
steering committee at this stage? 
a. Yes 18% (60)   No 82% (258) 

b. Yes 17% (68)   No 83% (325) 

Q.9 – email information 

Q.10 – comments see analysis section 8. 
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Appendix 2 Survey responses direct from Survey Monkey with graphs. 

Powered by

Q1: I confirm that I live in one of the following villages or their 
closely surrounding areas.
Answered: 391    Skipped: 0

 

 

Q.2: Postcode input 

Powered by

Q3: . Do you support the community and its residents playing an 
active role in taking action on climate change?
Answered: 391    Skipped: 0
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Q4: Do you want community owned renewable energy in this area 
with its financial and energy benefits going to the local 
community?

Answered: 391    Skipped: 0

 
Q5: A site on Council Hill has the support of the land owner for a 
solar farm. Would you support this site for solar PV? There are 
other potential sites which can be discussed at further information 
meetings if we proceed.

Answered: 391    Skipped: 0
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Q6: After an in-depth analysis, a number of suitable sites for a 
wind turbine were identified on the hills surrounding Hook Norton 
which can be discussed at further information meetings if we 
proceed. Would you support a wind turbine in the local area?

Answered: 391    Skipped: 0

Powered by

Q7: Would you be interested in investing in a local renewables 
(wind turbine or solar) project?
Answered: 384    Skipped: 7

Powered by

Q8: Would you be willing to put yourself forward for inclusion on a 
steering committee at this stage?
Answered: 391    Skipped: 0

 

 

 
 


